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Abstract:

The international conflict over the Middle East region is as
old as history and existed prior to oil discoveries, due to the
strategic location of this region. Therefore, the Middle East
remains an attractive region to the U.S. administration for
several reasons; the strategic importance of a region, the
continued support and protection of Israel's security, the
maintenance of the flow of oil to European and allied countries at
moderate prices, the continued participation in fighting terrorism
and the sustainability of selling weapons.

Since 2011, the region has witnessed a series international
challenges. These include the change of the political system in
Tunisia and Egypt, the fall of the rule of the Muslim
Brotherhood, the collapse of the Syrian state and turning the
conflict into a civil war between the Baathist government and the
revolutionary forces, the rise of the Islamic State (Daesh) in Iraq
and Syria, as well as changing the political system in Yemen, as
confrontations between the armed forces and the Houthis
continue.
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Between 2011 and 2019, the U.S. relied on two different
visions while addressing conflicts in the Middle East region, due
to changing administrations during that period. During the
Obama administration, the U.S. administration viewed that
resolving the region’s conflicts require more than the use and
presence of U.S. forces there. As a result, the U.S. administration
looked for partners capable of defending themselves, sought to
remove injustice in Iraq, worked with allies and partners to reach
a comprehensive agreement with Iran, sought to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of the two-state solution
to ensure the security of Israel and the life of Palestine. This is in
addition to providing assistance to countries during their
transition to democracy.

With the change of the U.S. administration and President
Trump coming to power, the new administration continued to
support the U.S. military presence in the region and refused to
withdraw completely from the region as a result of the rise of a
number of non-state actors and growing Russian influence in the
region, which represented a direct threat to the interests of the
U.S. in the region.

Therefore, it can be concluded that in spite of successive U.S.
administrations during the aforementioned period and the
strategies that they adopted to address conflicts in the Middle
East, they share one goal that is the continued presence of the
U.S. in addressing regional conflicts. The difference is the means
used to achieve that end.
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